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Education and Armed Conflict 
 

Å From 1998- 2008, 35 countries 
experienced armed conflict.  

 

Å 28 million primary-age 
schoolchildren are out of school  

 

Å 21% of young people are illiterate in 
conflict-affected countries compared 
to 7% in other poor countries.  

 

Å Damage, destruction and the threat 
of attack has denied millions of 
children access to education for 
prolonged periods 

 

Å Armed conflict jeopardizes efforts to 
achieve the Education for All goals.  



 Group exercise on impact of armed conflict 

on education  
1. Work in groups of 3-4 

2. Each group will be assigned a different task related to impacts of 

emergencies. 

3. From your knowledge of armed conflict in your country and others, 

develop a list of impacts of armed conflict on your assigned group. 

4. Group 1: Young children age 0-6 

  Group 2: Primary school age children 

  Group 3: Adolescents and youth  

  Group 4: Marginalized groups 

  Group 5: Teachers 

  Group 6: Parents and community 

  Group 7: Education system and development 

5.      Record your list on chart paper and identify your group. You have 10 

minutes to complete your lists. 

 



Impact on Young Children 
Å Infants who have suffered 

deprivations  do less well in school, 
have less chance of doing productive 
work and forming healthy 
relationships, and are more 
vulnerable to morbidity and mental 
illness. 

Å Deprivations (nutritional, health and 
psycho social) in early childhood  
affect long-term growth and mental 
development including  cognitive, 
emotional  and psychomotor 
development. 

Å Elevated stress hormones and 
altered key brain chemicals disrupt 
brain development and affect 
immune system, metabolic regulatory 
functions, and general mental health.  



Impact on Children 
 ÅDisplacement and 

loss of familiar 
surroundings 

ÅSeparation from 
family members 

ÅLack of food, shelter, 
hygiene  

ÅExposure to death or 
injury 

ÅDisruptions in care 
and nurturing 

ÅInterruption of 
learning opportunities 
and cognitive 
development 

 

 



Impact on Children 

ÅSeparation from primary 
caregivers and family 

ÅSexual and gender-based 
violence, abduction 

ÅPhysical harm 

ÅSickness and malnutrition 

ÅLong-term negative emotional 
and psychological effects 

ÅNeglect of developmental needs 

ÅProlonged, high levels of stress 
impact the brainôs architecture 
and weakens foundation on 
which learning behavior and 
health are built 

 



Impact on Adolescents and Youth 
Å Displacement, death, injury, loss of 

family 

Å Feelings of depression, lack of 
respect, feelings of discrimination 

Å Gender based violence and  abuse, 
trafficking 

Å Recruitment into armed groups  

Å No sanitation, risk of HIV/AIDS, no 
access to info on reproductive health 

Å Risk of drug abuse 

Å No control of daily events, inability to 
participate in decisions that affect 
daily life, no routine 

Å Inability to get needs met, inability to 
participate in community and in 
emergency response  

 



Impact on Adolescents and Youth 

 

Å Idleness, no meaningful roles to 
play, no routine 

Å Loss of peer group, loss of 
relationships with peers, disruption 
of friendships, breakdown of 
community and culture 

Å Loss of education opportunities, lack 
of opportunity for vocational skills 

Å Lack of opportunity for achievement 

Å Dropping out of school 

Å Underage employment 

Å Lack of education for overage 
students  

Å Early marriage 

Å Loss of hope in the future 

 

 



Impact on Excluded or Marginalized 

Groups 

ÅDisabled children 

ÅFormer child soldiers 

ÅEthnic and linguistic 

minorities 

ÅSeparated/orphaned  

ÅRefugee and IDP 

children 

ÅHIV affected  

 

 



Impact on Excluded or Marginalized Groups 

ÅMarginalisation often increases 
during in conflict and post 
conflict  

ÅReduced access to education 
and other services 

ÅLack of education opportunities 
in mother tongue 

Å Increased drop out rates 

ÅFewer economic opportunities 

ÅEarlier marriages 

ÅBurdened with adult roles  

ÅGreater likelihood of 
exploitation 

Å Increased vulnerability to social 
oppression 

 

 
 



Impact on Teachers 

ÅTeachers displaced, 

injured or killed 

Å IDP teachers may not 

have capacity to teach 

ÅDemand greater than 

supply 

ÅLack of training in 

psychosocial support or 

other emergency 

instructional needs 

Å Inability to pay teachers  

ÅNo policy for paying 

volunteer teachers 

 



Impact on Teachers 

ÅRelocation and 
falling recruitment 
of teachers leading 
to lower quality of 
staff and teaching 
shortages 

ÅPersistent lack of 
motivation and 
distraction of staff. 
No incentive to work 
during difficult times 

 



Impact on Families and Communities 

ÅDisplacement and death 

ÅPsychosocial impact 

ÅLoss of family support 
and community safety 
nets 

ÅLimited or no access to 
facilities 

ÅContaminated water 
supplies, landmines 

ÅBreakdown of systems  

ÅLack or loss of livelihood 
opportunities 

 



Impact on the Education System 

¶School / education buildings, 

and facilities destroyed 

¶Children, teachers, parents, 

education authorities 

displaced or dead 

¶Loss of teaching/learning 

and recreation materials 

¶Exam cycles disrupted 

¶Increased rates of drop outs  

¶Education system collapse 

 


